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My grandfather was a hunter.

My father is an avid hunter,

and he shares his hunting

heritage with me.

Hunting is now very restricted,

and I am wondering if one day

I will be able to get my own gun.
Chances for me to pass on the hunting
tradition to my children now depend
on smart actions of grown-ups.

The Bear Betrayal

By John Kerr

Storm clouds were darkening the hori-
zon again. It was January 13, and
weather forecasters were predicting
more chaos in Toronto. While snow
piled deeper, threatening to bury the
city, another type of storm was brew-
ing that would send Ontario’s hunting
and fishing community into shock.

A phone call that Wednesday soon
made me forget sore muscles from two
weeks of shovelling snow and fighting
my way to the magazine office on a
cranky public-transit system. The
source said the provincial government
was going to announce major changes
to the spring bear hunt on Friday, per-
haps even cancel it.

A call to Joy Williams, a commum-
cations spokesperson in Minister of
Natural Resources John Snobelen’s
office, didn’t clear the air. Her vague
response of “can’t agree or deny” and
can’t give you anything formal” were
clues that indeed something was up.
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A call to 2 spokesperson in Premier
Mike Harris’s office remains unre-
turned. I did find out later, though,
that Harris was bolung to Florida.

In Peterborough, the Ontario Fed-
eration of Anglers and Hunters
(OFAH) hadn’t heard anything, Exec-
utive Vice-President Rick Morgan was
on vacation in Mexico, so staff was
spread thin,

At che Northern Ontario Tourist
Operators’ (NOTO) Thunder Bay
office, research analyist Jim Ander said
Executive Director Jim Grayston was
on the road to a Chicago sports show,
as were many bear-hunt ocutfitters to
take bookings for this spring’s hunt.
Grayston stopped on the road and
called me. He’d heard rumours too,
but couldn’t substantiate thern either.

Even Ontario OUT OF DOORS
(O0D) was under the gun. Having
already missed one press deadline, we
simply had to get our February issue
to the printing plant by late Friday. If

Harris waited

¢ 3

long enough, we couldn’t get the news
of any hunt ban or changes to readers
for another month.

Everything was falling into line for
Harris to dump the hunt. Those who
would be most affected by it were in
awkward positions to counter such a
move or even inform the hunting
community of the facts.

Thursday and Friday, snow
descended on Toronto again. Many
businesses simply told non-essential
employees to stay home. By Friday
morning, many office buildings were
almost deserted. At (0D, myself, Edi-
tor Burt Myers, and Art Director
Richie Tripp worked frandcally to fin-
ish the February issue.

Late in the aftemoon, most of our
layouts shipped to the plant, the whirr
of the fax machine was like a knife
cuiting the silence in cur office. To
bear hunters, January 15, 1999, in
Ontario was to become known as
Black Friday, The press release from
Minister of Natural Resources John

Snobelen said the govern-

neWS re,eaSe ment was cancelling the

spring bear hunt.
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questionable claims and politi-

cal intimidation, animal-rights

groups had scored a major vic-

tory in Canada in their move

to stop all hunting, fishing, and

the use of animals in general.
And it was a government per-
ceived to be friends of hunters
that had caved in. Snobelen
might have been the messenger,
but no one doubted that the
decision to end the hunt came
directly from Harris.

In an e-mail to Premier Harrts
on January 16, Longlac tourist
outfitter Mark Stephenson said,
“A severe breach of trust has
occurred.” Stephenson quoted
Harris a statement that Snobelen
had made last May: “The spring is
in many ways the best ime to hunt

bears because it tends to target
Continued on page 4
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Conténued from page 3

males, Hunting during the spring
reduces the chances of hunters encoun-
tering female bears with cubs because
they are the last to emerge from their
winter dens, and their travel and home
ranges are very restricted while the
cubs are young and vulnerable.”

During a telephone interview with
Snobelen on January 20, it became
clear that conservation and the health
of the bear population were not fac-
tors in the decision. He told 00D that
“Our rationale here was tied to the
orphaning of cubs in spring. Our tra-
dition with other large game in
Ontario was to hunt in the fall. Bears
were the exception.” He said some-
where between 100 and 300 cubs were
orphaned by hunters each spring, but
couldn’t say where those statistics
came from. “Data on that is very, very
hard to quantify.”

The actual number probably
wouldn’t have mattered. Animal-rights
groups had said that one orphaned
cub was one too many. This was all
about emotion, not sound wildlife
management.

Harris was between a rock and a
hard place. An election is Likely this
year, perhaps as early as late spring,
and anti-hunters were shooting at him
from all directions.

Their efforts to end the spring bear

hunt were shrugged off until 1996
when businessman and philanthropist
Robert Schad got involved by funding
groups such as Toronto’s Animal
Alliance, the Ontario Federation of
Naturalists, World Wildhfe Fund, and
others, many of them under the
umbrella name Bear Alliance. Schad
funnels 5 per cent of his Husky Injec-
tion Moulding System’s net profits
through the Schad Foundation he set
up to support “eco-environmental pro-
jects.” The spring bear hunt, baiting
for bears, and the use of dogs have
been his pet peeves. He fecls that
stalking bears is the only sporang way
to hunt them.

Last fall, afier Bear Alliance and its
cronies failed to get the spring bear
hunt stopped, Schad put his backing
fully behind the International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW), which was
key in ending the East Coast seal hunt,

In a meeting last October, the
Schad Foundation told MNR,
NOTO, and OFAH it would launch a
two-million-dollar media campaign
against them if they didn’t agree to
end the spring bear hunt. NOTO's
Jim Grayston told 00D that he and
OFAH's Rick Morgan decided to dis-
cuss changes to the hunt to delay fur-
ther action by Schad until after the
next provincial election. But the
gloves were off.

Mike Harris.'."’

In November, the IFAW targeted
eight key swing ridings held by Pro-
gressive Conservative MPPs in the
Hamilton to Niagara Falls area. In an
intense billboard, newspaper, radio,
and door-to-door flyer and video-
handout campaign reported to have
cost $100,000, Premier Harris was
demonized for supporting spring bear
hunting, allowing hunting in some
provincial parks, and the apprentice
programme that allows 12-year-olds to
hunt under supervision of a mentor.
“Your MPP voted to give guns to
our kids,” screamed one billboard fea-
turing a scraggly youngster in oversized
hunting garb with a rifle in his hand.
Continued vn page 7

biologists conciude.

The closure of the spring hunt is based en the emo-
tional issue of orphaned cubs. Yet, according to Steve
Bowcott of MNR's enforcement section, “There has
been only one conviction regarding the shooting of a
sow with cubs in the last five years. This happened in
1995. The amount of charges laid have been insignifi-
cant.” They are proof that hunters and outfitters are
diligent in their efforts to avoid sows with cubs.

The spring bear hunt: the facts

Ontario has an estimated 75,000 to 100,000 black
bear. According to Ministry of Natural Resources
{MNR) biologists Martyn Obbard and Maria De
Almeida, the bear population ¢an withstand a 10
per cent harvest without adverse effect. Presently,
this averages approximately 8 per cent, even when
using the lowest population estimate. Of that, no
more than 40 per cent of the total harvest should
be females if the population is to sustain its num-
bers. In a 7-year averaging of harvest statistics end-
ing in 1996, the figures came in at 29 per cent in
spring and 31 in fall. The population is healthy, the

So where are all the alleged “hunter-orphaned
cubs” coming from? No formal study has ever been
done. Much-quoted figures are all supposition (see
News section of 00D’s recent winter issue for their
origin). Obbard calls the 274 figure from now-retired
MNR biologist Ken Morrison “an extreme high-end
estimate derived strictly from demographic data,
ignoring the fact that females with cubs are protected
by both the spring hunt and differences in behaviour.”

Cancelling the spring hunt is likely to increase cub
loss. Male bears are notorious cannibals. In the
1996 spring hunt, 2,534 boars were shot. Obbard

nates, “The incidence of cannibalism among bears is

three 1o five times higher in unhunted populations
and affects bears of all ages. Unhunted poputations
have a higher population of healthy adult males, the
main predators.” As cannibalism is a significant
cause of natural mortality among bears, it follows
that not harvesting boars in spring might be detri-
mental to the population as a whole.

- by Steve Galea SN
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Winchester Ammunition has always
encouraged and supported the legal and
ethical pursuit of the hunting traditions.

Black Bear populations have been,
and will continue to be, healthy and
stabile through sound game and natural
resource management practices.

Winchester Ammunition is pleased to
help bring the information in this
issue of “Ontario Out Of Doors”
to your attention.




Prior to 1961: Black bears were considered
varmints. Bounties were placed on them from 1793
1o 1796 and 1942 to 1961. Bear-hunting licences
were not required.

1961 The Department of Lands and Forests and
concerned hunters asked for bears to be classified
as game under the Game and Fisheries Act. The
first open season was from September 1 to June
30 of the following year, and a licence to hunt bear
was required.

1960s and 1970s: Bears receive little pro-active
management, except through adjustment of open-
season dates.

1980: Bears were placed under a separate licence
for the first time. To this paint, bear licences were
combined with moose, wolf, deer, and small game,
in several different configurations. Bear have never
been considered fur-bearers, although they could
also be taken on a trapper's licence.

1887: Provincial policy and programmes for bear
were established. Regulations introduced included:
no shooting on crown land within 440 yards (400
m) of a designated public waste-disposal site; a
prohibition on shooting bears in dens and sows
with cubs during the spring; restrictions on the use
of dogs during spring. A moratorium on bear-hunt
operators was implemented. Operators applied for
placement in a closed system, and non-residents
were required to use an authorized tourist operator
to hunt bear.

1989: Bear management areas were implemented.
There are 1,984 in the province. Users pay approxi-
mately 77 cents per square mile ($2 per square
kilometer) of crown land. Operators have paid
approximately $400,000 annually to support these
areas.

1992: The moratorium was lifted, allowing new
operators into the system.

4996: An omnibus bill amended the Fish and Game
Act. New rules affecting the bear hunt included lim-
iting hunters to one bear licence per year and
extending authority over the commercialization of
wildlife, improving the ability to control the trade of
bear parts, regardless of origin. According to the
MNR, 9,699 resident and 12,913 non-resident
licences were sold in 1996 and hunters had an
overall sales impact of $43 million on the province.
In addition, 25 per cent of bear hunters purchased
a 7-day angling licence. These hunters harvested
5,688 bears. Of that, 3,661 were taken in spring.

History of the hunt in Ontario

January 1, 1999: The Fish and Wildlife Conserva
tion Act was implemented. It included a prohibition
on destroying or interfering with bear dens, manda-
tory licensing of bear dogs, the reporting of nui-
sance bears, and increased penalties for the com-
mercialization of wildlife. Shooting a swimming bear
and hunting within 440 yards (400 m) of any waste-
disposal site were also prohibited, and possessing
a bear gall bladder that had been removed from the
carcass became illegal. Penalties ranged up to
$100,000 and/or 2 years in jail.

January 15, 1999: The Ontario government
announced it will end the spring bear hunt.

~ by Steve Galea ﬂ
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Robert Schad founded Husky in 1853. Hs
first product was a snowmobile, the Husky-
mobile, but it failed to sell. In 1958, Husky
built its first mould for coffee cups. Since

tion moulding. it's now one of the world's

| largest suppliers of injection-moulding equip-

| ment, products, and services. Husky Injec-
tion Moulding machinery is used to produce

parts. Husky has offices in 25 countries.
Husky's Boilton plant alone employs 1,600
people. (Source: Canadian Institute for Leg-
islative Action.} TheToronto Star reported on
| February 6 that Husky sales had hit $1.1 bil-
| lion last year. No red meat is served in the

| company cafeteria. Low-priced vegetarian

| dishes, subsidized by Husky, are offered,
along with chicken and fish.

company has specialized in injec-

from soft-drink bottles to auto

ﬂ

Conttnued from page 4
Posters, handouts, and other media
messages claimed that hunters orphan
300 bear cubs each spring, and there
were tear-jerk photos of tiny bear cubs,
IFAW spokesman Rob Sinclair
claimed opinion polls showed women
are especially opposed to allowing 12-
year-olds to hunt and to the spring
bear hunt. “We're going to create for
the Conservattves their biggest fear, a
gender gap,” he was quoted as saying
i the Toronte Star on November 27,
“Women aren’t going to vote for
them.” If Harris didn’t end the spring
bear hunt, [FAW would take its cam-
paign province-wide. “This election is
going to be the most knuckle-busting
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down-and-dirty campaign in Ontario
history,” said Sinclair.

Ironically, Sinclair was a senior aide
to Snobelen when he was minister of
education and he once ran for the post
of seventh vice-president of the provin-
cial Conservative executive, but lost.

Affected MPPs put up a brave front.
Niagara Falls MPP Bart Maves, whose
seat was deemed vulnerable, said the
IFAW was trying to take advantage of
southern-Ontario voters who are less
familiar with hunting than are those in
the north. (The Harris government
doesn't hold any seats north of the pre-
mier's North Bay riding.}

‘While the anti-bear-hunt campaign
went on in southern Ontario, NOTO
invited the Schad Foundation to speak

at the group’s
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annual convention in Thunder Bay in
November. NOTO members then
passed a resolution to discuss changes
to the spring hunt with the founda-
tion, which offered to put up money
for bear outfitters to switch to eco-
tourism. (Details were in the News
section of 00Ds winter issue.)

The bear issue slumbered through
December. Then, in the first week of
the new year, Robert Schad talked to
Premier Harrls in a meeting room at
Pearson International Airport. Sources
say Schad told Harris he would spend
one-hundred million dollars on the
issue during the next election if he
didn’t cancel the hunt, although the
premier now denies this,

On January 15, Snobelen
announced he intends to cancel the

spring bear hunt and indicated
] there would be tax dollars avail-
| able to compensate tourism opera-
| tors who faced losses. “We are also
convinced that there are opportuni-
| ties to broaden and strengthen eco-
| nomic development in the north
| through the further development of
| eco-tourism,” he added.
||' The Fish and Wildife Advisory
| Board (FWAB), a public watchdog
| set up to advise the minister of natu-
| ral resources on fish and wildlife
| issues and Special Purpose Account
| expenditures (angling and hunting
| licences, fines, and other income) was
| incensed. Although Snobelen had con-
| sulted in the past with the board on
||' how to modify the spring bear hunt, it
. Continued on page 8
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Drew Myers photo

John Snobelen

Continued from page 7
claimed he didn’t tell members that he
was suddenly ending it.

On January 27, the FWAB filed
its objections to the hunt closure
through a public process. The minis-
ter’s intentions and reasons for clos-
ing the hunt had to be posted on the
Environmental Bill of Rights Reg-
istry {(number RBYE6001} for a
mandatory 30-day public-comment
period, set to end February 20.
Only after this process can Snobelen
enact legislation to eliminate the
hunt. For his own advisory
board to have to use the EBR &
process seems unprecedented
and embarrasing.

Morgan’s group also urged g7

hunters to send comments to Sno-
belen through the EBR process.
Antmal-rights groups, though, did
the same thing with their supporters.
Two FWAB members, Bryan
Diykstra and Duncan Sinclair, quit in
protest over the hunt closure. “The
thought of having the government
make such a monumenial, arbitrary
decision to end the hunt with no pro-
¢ess or consultation is abominable,”
Dykstra told Snobelen in a formal res-
ignation letter on January 28. “I can-
not continue to work under a govern-

ment that has misled the
people...Shame on you all)”
The FWAB clatms that the

province’s fish and wildlife pro-
grammes face a two-million-dellar

8 ontaric OUT OF DODRS / SPECIAL REPORT 1999

shortfall because of the hunt cancella-
tion. That’s how much was brought in
through licence fees and Bear Manage-
ment Unit revenues, it says.

The backlash continued. A public
rally for the hunt took place January
31 at Lindsay’s Mcose Hall. The 400-
seat facility quickly filled to overflow-
ing. When OFAH's Rick Morgan
asked for a show of hands in support of
a two-bear limit and a longer fall hunt
to compensate for lost spring opportu-
nities, the 700 or so in attendance
soundly rejected the ideas.

Morgan said OFAH wants “nothing
less than the return of the spring hunt.
That is what we are fighting for and
what every single person who hunts or
fishes should support. The loss of the
spring bear hunt is the thin edge of the
wedge. If antis with money can win here,
any other hunting or fishing activity
could be next.”

Morgan added that OFAH had cre-
ated a Hunting and Fishing Heritage
Fund to fight for the return of the
spring bear hunt and long-term to
“position hunting and fishing as the
important cultural activities which
they are, so non-users understand and,
therefore, accept them.”

While hunter organizations face a
tough legal challenge, any lawsuit
launched by tourism operators for
compensation is almost sure to suc-
ceed, Morgan told GOD

OFAHFILE:405/842

Februery 5. 1999
To Selected Media

Fallbear huntw

The Oniario Fed
extensiontd th‘f huting and
afweeks© ving

he replscerl inthe £all.

i iRAnGe .
In addition, B erp Ontasid <o

incoptral and e
ere are g0

wy ot's fane it, U :

L_C; S{; A.H.Executwe
gaid Lhg .

12 {nESTIn

.0 F.AH 181D _

E:; statement ofthe spring

-

on'trepla

. lets
ation of Al_lﬁ 450R CEn T

5
fatl bear h““mf,e ceond

zoblems
pesr P T

: lca
inglobeat
Vige Pres ident,

onacompletoreVi
B beat bttt

mme EOVE Orreesio’ sbea.t_ A vhere WBSTIO biclogit

that same day. He said the federation
had lawyers studying the issue.

Despite the lack of support for
them, Snobelen announced on Febru-
ary 4 that he would expand fall bear-
hunting seasons and areas and that a
“harvest increase for resident hunters
will be considered.”

On February 5, on behalf of the
OFAH, the firm of Danson, Recht,
and Freedman delivered to Snobelen
a formal request to fully review the
decision to end the spring bear hunt.
“Of necessity, this will require a sus-
pension of any decision in this
regard, so that proper and fair review
can be undertaken,” said the law
firm. It threatened to take the
Ontario government to court for vio-
lating the Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Act and the Ganadian Charter
of Rights. “If our evidence and facts
are correct, then your decision to ter-
minate the spring bear hunt consti-
tutes an unconstitutional exercise of
government power.”

On February 7, NOTO toughened
its stance. “It (Snobelen’s offer of longer
fall bear seasons and a bigger harvest)
appears to be an attempt to put a band-
aid on the industry’s broken arm.” The
tourism group is launching “a full-scale
attack on this politically, not biological-

Continued on page 13
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The ‘Antis’ have attacked -- The O.F.A.H. is fighting back!

The Facts:

Ontario’s bear population is
conservatively estimated at 75,000
to 100,000. Bear numbers are
stable or growing.

The spring bear hunt is biologically
sound and research indicates
hunting is beneficial to both bear
populations and people. There is
no evidence that hunters crphan
bear cubs. For 12 years it has
been illegal to shoot sows with
cubs in the spring hunt.

Bear hunting is wholly sustainable
and generates much needed
economic activity worth as much
as $40 million in communities
across the province.

Bear overpopulation leads 1o
unwanted interaction between
people and bears. Bear predation
on livestock, bee hives, property
damage, and threats to human
life result in bears being shot as
nuisance or dangerous animals.

The Fight:

The Ontario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters has been fighting the
antihunting and animal rights
movement for years and, in

recent times, the fight has

7
= escalated.

has galvanized the hunting
community and the O.FAH. is
taking the lead role in the fight to
BRING BACK THE HUNT.

To fight for our right to hunt, the
O.F.AH. has:

[ | launched a massive
information campaign to counter
the antis’ rhetoric

| C.F.A.H. lawyers have sent
a letter to the Minister of Natural
Resources demanding a return of
the spring bear hunt or face court
chalienges

| participated in rallies in
support of the bear hunt, provided
thousands of copies of the
Environmental Bill of Rights, and
drafted letters to the Minister of
Natural Resources

u undertaken a long term
strategy to eradicate negative
stereotypes placed on hunters
and anglers

| established a new Fishing
and Hunting Heritage Fund to
support our efforts against “anti”
groups

The Future:

QOur fight is far from over. The
O.F.A.H. will, as Ontario's largest,
most respected conservation
organization, continue to fight to
protect hunters’ and anglers’
rights to participate in responsible
outdoor recreational activities.

If every hunter in Ontarlo
belonged to the O.F.A.H., no
government would dare make
unwanted, arbitrary decisions
affecting anglers and hunters.

We need YOU now.

Add your voice to ours and help
us BRING BACK THE HUNT.

Join the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters today.

For membership information call:
705-748-6324

or visit our web site at
www.ofah.org

ONTARIO FEDERATION
B OF ANGLERS &
HTERS

P.Q. Box 2800
Peterborough, Ontaric  K9J 8L5




Black bear biology

Latin name: Ursus americanus
Black bears inhabit forests and swamps from central
to northern Ontaric. These opportunistic omnivores
adapt to environments ranging from isolated boreal
forest to rural Ontario dumpsites. They tend to be elu-
sive, Bears that discover human garbage are the
exception, In the wild, bears feed on grass, fruit,
berries, roots, fish, carrion, and occasionally each
other. Generally they are not predators, but they take
deer fawns, moose calves, or any small animal that
presents itself. Males (boars) in the prime of life are
notorious cannibals, often preying on cubs.

In Ontario, male black bears reach average
weights of about 350 pounds {159 kg). They can
reach heights of 36 inches (91 ¢m) at the shoulders.
Females average 125 pounds (57 kg) and are gener-
ally less than 32 inches (81 ¢cm) tall at the shoul-
ders, The weight of individual bears varies seasonal-
ly. They are heaviest in the falt before hibernation, as
they have built up a layer of fat to carry them through
winter. They are lightest in July.

Hibernation begins in late fall and ends in early
spring. Dens consist of anything that provides shel-
ter and concealment. This varies from caves to
blown-down trees. Bears emerging from hibernation
feed intensively to gain weight.

They are solitary creatures, except for females
with cubs. The sow allows her cubs to stay with her
for about 18 months. Females of breeding age (5
1/2 years in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence region to
7 years in boreal-forest habitat) mate every second
year from early June to July. They give birth to as
many as five cubs, but most often two or three dur-
ing hibernation in earty January, after a 4month

period of delayed implantation and 2 months of
active gestation. Cubs weigh about three-guarters of
a pound (.34 kg) at birth. When they emerge from
dens with their mothers, they have grown to about
five pounds (2.3 kg).

Cubs in boreal habitat average survival rates of
50 per cent in the first year and 57 per cent in the
second. Cubs with their mothers in Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence forest habitats have a 75 per cent survival
rate in their first year and a further 75 per cent in
their second. In an unpublished study by noted bear
expert and hiologist George Kolenosky, orphaned-
cub survival rates were listed as 35 per cent in
spring and 80 per cent in fall. This study took place
in Great Lakes-St.Lawrence habitat in the 1970s, uti-
lizing orphans from nuisance bears, MNR-shot sows,
road kills, and other sources.

Boars have nothing to do with their progeny after
conception. Although mature sows breed every sec-
ond year, if their cubs are lost before the next breed-
ing season they will come into heat again.

Cannibalism, poor forage, and wolves are major
contributors to natural mortality,

Bears rely on excellent hearing and a keen sense
of smell. MNR hiologist Martyn Obbard says their
vision is good as well, contrary to popular belief.
They're also surprisingly fast sprinters, good swim-
mers, and skilled tree climbers.

Boears are wanderers, having home ranges as large
as 590 square miles (1,528 sq km). They often sire
several litters. Sows have smaller ranges, averaging
about 9.65 square miles {25 sq km), which often
overlap. Neighbouring females are often retated.

- by Ster Galea SN
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Conttnued from page 8
ly, based on the move by the Ontario
government,

“We've tried talking common
sense, but now it’s ttime for a revolu-
tion,” said NOT(’s Grayston. The
group has also started a trust fund to
raise money for the fight 1o reinstate
the spring hunt.

On February 13, bear hunters fol-
lowed Premier Harris to his home
town of North Bay. Hundreds of
hunt supporters filled the Capitol
Centre on Main Street to listen to a
long list of speakers. And their war-
chest got bigger.

Oakville businessman Thomas
Pigeon unveiled a cheque for
$100,000, donated by Safari Clubs
International, OFAH, NOTO, the
Ontario Bear Hound Association,
the Northwestern Ontario Sports-

men’s Alliance, the Ontario Black &

Bear Association, and concerned citi-
zens. Pigeon, who owns Thomas
Pigeon Design Group, had already
pledged 5 per cent of his company’s
pre-tax profits to defend the bear
hunt. The collective fund is for
MNR tc do an in-depth study on the
orphaning of bear cubs. “Facts and
data will be collected and, if it seems
that changes need to be made for
next year's hunt, then we will have
good, solid information on which to
make reasonable and proper deci-
sions,” Pigeon said in North Bay.

He was in Toronto on February 15,
trying to arrange a meeting with
Snobelen to hand him the cheque.
Late that day, Pigeon told 00D the
catch is that Snobelen would have to
allow spring bear hunting this year in

Continued on page 14

The IFAW

What is the International Fund For
Animal Weifare? What is its agen-
da, and where did it come from?

The IFAW started with Brian
Davies in 1966 during the height of
the anti-sealhunt campaign. it was
officially founded in New Brunswick
in 1969. Because of Canadian regu-
lations restricting the amount of
money that could be spent lobbying
govemment officials by a group hold
ing Charitable Qrganization Tax De-
ductible Receipt status, it moved to
the U.S. It was officially incorporated
there on February 26, 1985. Four
years ago, it retumed to Canada and
set up branch offices again. it has,
according to Dr. Rick Smith of the
Ottawa |IFAW office, grown to include
18 national corporations in 12 coun-
tries. They are not deemed to be a
charitabie organization in Canada.

Rob Sinclair at the Toronto [FAW
office reported that the organiza-
tion has approximatlly 1.5 million
supporters, of which about
100,000 are Canadians. Their total
annual donations are about 50-mil-
lion dollars, which means by extrap-
oiation that almost 3-million
Canadian dollars flow into their cof-
fers each year. Between 125 and
150 full-time employees are on the
payroll throughout the world. That
is big business.

Jean E. Kinloch, a Canadian living
in New Brunswick, s listed as presi
dent in the application for Certificate
of Authority 10 Transact Business in
the State of lilinois that was filed on
December 3, 1993, and her name
and position still appeared on the arnr
nual report filed to that state on Jan-
uary 5, 1999, The annual report also
declared that [FAW has no employ-
ees, and that a management fee is
charged by another ordanization for
that purpose. When | contacted Ms.
Kintoch as the president of the corpo-
ration, she seemed confused, declar™
ing that she was only a trustee.

Where is IFAW going with its
agenda as far as hunters are con-
cerned? When asked, Dr. Smith de-
clared, “We're not opposed to all
hunting. We're opposed 1o unethi-
cal hunting, which is why we feel
strongly that other unethical hunt-
ing practices have to cease. Like
hunting with dog packs. Like bear
baiting. And we are certainly going
to campaign against these prac-
tices in other jurisdictions. In the
short term, obviously, we will be
campaigning in other jurisdictions
to end spring bear hunts (there}.”

Hunters in Canada have not
heard the last word from the [FAW.

- by Steve Cooke ﬂ
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Bear attacks

Since 1978, black bears have
killed six people in Ontario. All
of the attacks occurred in
remote regions with little or no
hunting pressure. Five of them
took place in Algohquin Provin-
cial Park, another north of Lake
Abitibi. The bears involved were
heatthy boars in the prime of
life. These attacks are thought
1o have been unprovoked and
predatory in nature.

~ by Steve Galea MY

Continued from page 13

several hundred of the nearly 2,000
bear-management areas to conduct the
study. Pigeon predicts it would pro-
vide jobs for several hundred students.
“If more money is needed, we'll get it,”
he added, “This is just a start.” It could
be Harris and Snobelen’s “out,”
Pigeon added - a chance to get the real
facts on orphaning of cubs in spring,
rather than toss about hypothetical
numbers.

As this publication goes to press,
another rally to support the spring hunt
was being planned for Sault Ste. Marie.
Even the Canadian Sportsfishing
Industry Association (CSIA) had jomed
the fray, challenging Premier Harris,

Robert Schad, and the IFAW to “pro-
vide immediate and full compensation
to the hundreds of families who are fac-
ing the loss of their businesses...”

“We believe that outdoor sporting
goods retailers hurt by the cancellation
of the hunt should also be compensat
ed,” said CSIA President Tom Brocke.

The possibility of lawsuits and
having to hand out millions of tax
dollars 1n compensation to those
affected by a hunt ban hangs over the
Ontario government like a winter
blizzard,

The next move is up to Premier
Harris. The bear issue seems set to
stalk him right into the next election.
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Ethics:

Robert Schad, president, CEO, and
contralling owner of Husky Injection
Moulding Systems Lid. of Concord,
Ontario, has been guoted as saying
that he believes the spring bear
hunt to be unethical and, to coin
an old phrase, “he’s willing to put
his money where his mouth is.”

His critics have said it’s unethical
for him to pay others to be his
maouthpieces and destroy the liveli-
hood and traditions of hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of the
province's northem residents, while
hiding in his Brampton headquar-
ters. A request by this magazine for
an interview with Schad was denied.

No one seems to disagree that
Ontario’s bear population is not in
danger. While exact numbers have
been hard to determine, population
estimates by some of Ontario’s
most respected biologists suggest
that numbers are either stable or
rising. lronically, the mandatory re-
porting system in place for non-es-
ident hunters might be the best
way for biologists to get a handle
on the province's bear popula-
tions. However, by basing their ar-
guments on a question of ethics,
and not biological facts and data,
the supporters of the government’s
decision to ban the spring bear
hunt have effectively moved
Ontario's wildlife professionals
out of the picture.

In a letter to Natural Resources
Minister John Snobelen in January
of 1998, Fish and Wildlife Advisory
Board Chair Phil Morlock stated
that it was wrong of the caucus
natural resources committee to
question the gthics of spring bear
hunting. “Were the caucus commit-
tee to review this under the aus-
pices of ‘ethics’ it could lend
credibility to an illegitimate ques-
tion and imply a problem where
none exists.”

Snobelen responded that, “the
issues now being raised about
bear hunting are not about conser-
vation, rather they focus on differ-
ing societal values. | believe the
increased attention focused on
ethics in hunting, especially bear
hunting, is not likely to abate. Fur-

Contmued on page 16
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Continued from page 15
ther, it is my view that Ontario’s

hunting community has a responsi-
bility to consider resolutions to this
matter and should be given the op-
portunity to do so. As a result, the
ministry will not be conducting a re-
view of the matter at this time.”

The politicians had thrown the
question of bear-hunting ethics back
into the hands of hunters to debate.
It hasn't happened, at least not on
any farmal level.

Hunting organizations, the OFAH
included, have been reluctant to
wade into what they see as a mine-
field of differing opinions. it’s partly
out of fear of providing fodder for
the anti-hunting community. Up unti

the last half of this century, almost

all discussion of hunting ethics took

place within the ranks of hunters.

Aldo Leopold and Theodore Roosevelt,
both hunters, were key figures in the

debate. And, while measures such
as the Hunting Heritage Hunting
Futures initiative are attempting to
recapture some of the lost ground,
maost of the discussion on ethical

hunting during the last five decades

has found its roots in the anti-hunt-
ing community.

The question remains, is bear hunt

ing as it is practised in Ontario unethi
cal, even if cubs are never killed?

When asked that question in a re-

cent interview with this magazine,
Premier Mike Harris skirted the
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question. He’s not alone, and to be
fair, it’s not an easy question.

Both baiting and hound-hunting
are relatively new traditions, actively
promoted in the late 1860s and 70s
by what was then the Department of
Lands and Forests to deal with a
growing nuisance-bear problem. in
communities such as Marten River
in the nosth and cottage country in
the south, bears were becoming
bolder each year. Back then, black
bear were seldom hunted by resk
dents, wha had little knowledge of
bear baiting technigues and who dis-
couraged deer hounds from trailing
bears. Stalking bears in the heavily
forested terrain of Ontario is for the
most part impractical.

Most members of the hunting
community would agree that modern
hunting is not a “spon,” it's a re-
creation of our past, “In fact, zoolo-
gists, anthropologists, evolutionary
and sociobiologists trace hunting
back two-million years or more to
man’s ancestor Homo erectus, the
harbinger of humanity.” (see The
Hunter, Gord Mclntyre, Cntario QUT
OF DOORS Fehruary 1999).

If hunting is not a sport, it is iele-
vant whether one method is more
“sporting” than anothet. Most respon-
sibie hunters would agree that so long
as a hunter has eamed the right to
take an animal by his or her skill and
sweat, not simply by their pocket
book, and that if at the moment they
release the arrow or touch off the fatal
shot they have made a decision to kil
the animal they pursued, are confident
that the shot will be a good one, and
feel regret about taking an animat they
respect, then they are hunting in an
ethical manner.

It fallows then that if bear hunting
adheres 10 these guidelines, whether
it be baiting, hound hunting, or stalk-
ing, it is an ethical activity.

Ninety-four per cent of Ontario’s
residents do not hunt. Most do not
understand its traditions or value. In
this environment it is essential that
hunters themselves become actively
involved in improving the conduct
management, and image of their tra-
ditions. If they don't, someone else
looking for a cause surely will.

- by Burt Myers

™

1€ ontario QUT OF DOORS / SPECIAL REPORT 14899

The human cost

By Gord Ellis

The cancellation of Ontario’s spring bear hunt means
more than just the loss of tourism dollars to the
provincial economy. It spells the end of a way of life for
many northern-Ontario families.

“I've been in the outfitting business for 25 years
and in the bear-hunting business for about 20 years,”
said Rob Brodhagen, of Rob's Bowhunting and Bear
Creek Qutfitters in Dryden. “My mother and father were
the original owners, but it was always my wife’s and my
job to run the place. | developed the bow-hunting part
of the business.”

During an average spring they would host 50 to 65
bear hunters, most of them from the United States. The
whole family, including Rob’s wife, Sandy, and their chil-
dren, would get involved in all aspects of the hunt. “My
two boys and my nephew have been baiting bears since
before they were 10 years oid,” said Rob. “In fact, dur-
ing the last few years they've been basically running the
hunt. My boy Dusty goes to Simon Fraser University,
and that's how he made his money to go to school. But
it's not just the money; the
kids loved to do it. We all en-
joyed helping other people
get into the woods.”

The cancellation of the
spring bear hunt couldn’t
have come at a worse time
for the Brodhagens. They
were in the process of selling |
one bear-hunting business
and had just bought another.
Now they own a territory that
is worthless. Rod is trying to
stay optimistic, and the fami-
ly plans to run a fail hunt to
justify their investment, but
the suddenly precarious fu-
ture of the business has ‘
taken its toll. “it's put us

Lodde, a medium-sized establishment that features
nine cabins on 11 acres (4.45 ha) of fand. The Crack-
nelis moved to Marten River three years ago when Phil
lost his job in southern Ontario. “We didn't want to go
on welfare, so we thought we would make our own job
and come here,” said Gretel.

“We're a small outfitter, and we've been more into
the fishing end of it,” she added. “But this was the
year that we invested heavily in overseas advertising
about the spring bear hunt, so that we weren't quite so
dependent on the fishing groups. We were reaching out
to the European market to try something exciting.” Gre-
tel spent hours translating the company's English ad-
vertising into German, and they bought expensive
advertising in German publications. They'd already re-
ceived several hunt deposits when they got word the
spring hunt was banned.

The government’s promise of eco-tourism dollars to
replace lost revenue from the bear hunt rings hollow

Conttnued on page 18

Sandy, Rob, and Jeremy Brodhagen, Dryd

under a lot of strain,” he

said. "The phone is ringing
alt the time, and | hardly
even have time to tatk to my
wife. Emotionally and physi-
cally, it's been a huge strain.
| had to go to emergency
{hospital) because my
heart's been doing flipflops.
The animal-rights people are -
attacking our heritage, our é J
way of life,” 3}
The small town of Marten
River in north-central Ontario
is an example of how a
single political decision can
have an impact on an entire
community. Phil and Gretel
Cracknell own Marten River

The Cracknelfls, Maris

River Lodge

B

Bryan Meadows phota
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with the Cracknells, “We've offered
an outdoor phota-shaot package for
the full three years that we've been
here, and we've never had any tak-
ers,” said Gretel. “I'd like to see
(eco-tourism) work out, but general-
ly the people that camp and hike
and bird-watch don't spend a lot of
money up here.”

Rosemary Rose and her hus-
band, Bill, own and operate Timber-
lane Cottage and Resort, a small
camp, gas station, and gift shop in
Marten River. Four years ago, the
couple soid everything they owned
to buy the business and, with two
children in tow, left southern On-
tario and headed north.

As part of the business, the ¢cou-
ple sold about 200 bear export per-
mits a year, as well as bear-hunting
licences. Rose says spring bear
hunters were vitally important to
the bottom line of their business.
“Traditionally the spring bear hunt
has been the beginning of the
season,” said Rose. “American
hunters wouid come into the
store and buy trinkets for their fam-
ilies-they called them ‘get-back-in-
the-door gifts.” They... always spent
a lot of money. Those sales were
about 20 per cent of our yearly in-
come, Although we don’t have a
hunt, we stand to lose more busi-
ness because of the ban than
some of the outfitters.”

Rose believes Premier Mike Har-
ris caved into animal-right groups in
the south, She also guestions the
government's support for small busi-
ness. She says that if the bear ban
goes through, most retailers and op-
erators in the Marten River area will
be too strapped for cash to provide
young people with seasonal employ-
ment this summer. “We can’t afford
to hire our two students this year,”
said Rose. “It's terrible.”

With another child on the way
and a bleak spring season ahead,
Rosemary Rose and her family are
contemplating their future in the
north. “This town depends on
tourism to survive, and our liveli-
hood is being taken away from us,”
she said. “It seriously makes us
doubt if we made the right move.”

—by Gord Elfis ﬂ
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